
                                          Games

Pre and post VBS games.  Some of the kids will come a few minutes early.  These games will entertain them until starting time and keep them busy if the parents pick up their kids late.  

Simon Says
One of the adults or teen helpers is appointed as “Simon”.  Other players stand in front of Simon allowing enough space for free movements.  Simon calls out various commands and demonstrates them as he calls them out.  Commands might be, “Simon says to touch your nose.”  The players obey Simon’s commands only when he says, “Simon says.”  If a player does the command not preceded by “Simon says”, he is out of the game.  The game continues until only one player is left.

I Spy
Players take turns being the “spy”.  Players look around the area and the kids themselves until he finds an object he wants others to guess.  The player describes the object by saying, “ I spy something red”.  The others try to guess what the spy has picked.  The player who is correct is the next “spy”.  

Red – Handed
Choose someone to be “it”.  The other players sit in a circle with “it” standing in the middle.  “It” closes his eyes while a small object, a quarter or a stone is handed to one of the seated players.  This player takes the object in his hand and puts both hands behind his back.  “It” then opens his eyes and tries to guess who has the object.  The player then passes this object to the player next to him without being seen.  Fake passes are important in this game.  “It” then points to the player he believes has the object.  If he guesses correctly the person who had the object is the next to be “It”.  If he guesses wrong the game continues.

I went on vacation
Players sit in a circle and one player is chosen to go first.  He starts by saying, “I went on vacation to…”, and he picks any location. The next player continues the story by adding whatever he wants to add.  Every player adds whatever he wants to add.  If the younger kids have a mind blank, the older kids may help.
What is missing
Have kids sit in a circle.  Put 15 small objects in the middle.  These objects could be toys, tools or things from the kitchen.  Instruct the kids to study the objects in the middle, looking them over carefully.  Then have them close their eyes.  Carefully remove one of the objects and hide it behind your back.  Tell the players to open their eyes and tell you which object is missing.

I went to the grocery store.
Have kids sit in a circle.  Point to one of the kids and say, “You went to the grocery store and bought what that starts with the letter A”.  The player thinks for just a moment and with a smile says, “apple”.  Then you point to the next player and say, “you went to the grocery store and bought what that starts with the letter B.”  And that kid yells out banana.  You go around the circle going through the alphabet.  Kids are allowed to help other kids in this game.

Who made that animal noise?
Have kids sit in a circle with one player in the middle.  That player closes his eyes and you explain to the other players that when you touch the top of a players head that player must make an animal sound.  The player in the middle then opens his eyes and guesses who made the sound.  The larger the circle the harder the game.

I am looking for…
Kids sit in a circle with the adult that says, “I am looking for a person who had eggs for breakfast.”  The first person to raise their hand wins that round.  Then the adult says, I am looking for a person who has…
Red on their shoes.
Had their Dad bring him or her to VBS.
Ate a cookie today.
Is wearing anything with yellow on.
Helped clear off the dinner table before coming here.
Read at least two pages today.
Has a pet cat.
Is wearing brown socks.
Rode their bikes here.


Toss the towel
Have kids sit in a circle.  Bring an old dish towel and tie it into a knot so it can be thrown.  However, a ball would work just as well.  Chose a player to be first.  That player shouts out a certain category, example: birds, pets, things in a kitchen, and throws the towel to another player.  That player must think of something in that category before the other player finishes counting to ten.  If he succeeds he is the one who shouts out a category.

Guess Who
Players sit in a circle and the leader says, “I see someone who…”.  Player can be wearing black tennis shoes, or maybe a red ribbon.  Players raise their hands to guess first.






